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Item 5a – 2/2019/0680/FUL – Former A T S Euromaster Site, New Road, 
Shaftesbury, SP7 8QH

Mr Grindon – Against the application

I am writing to OBJECT to the above planning application.

Objections have been raised by local residents about the size, vertical 
scale and number of residences of the proposed development.  In 
November 2020 small amendments to the plans were issued.  These 
have failed to address the core issues and I urge council members to 
reject this application in its current proposal.

The objections of local residents centred on the following themes:

Traffic Access to Site 
The proposed access point to the site joins the narrowest part of Bleke 
Street. The additional traffic of 18 homes feeding into this narrow 
bottleneck from a fourth axis will have a considerable impact on traffic 
congestion. Pedestrians will find it significantly more difficult to cross the 
road. Figure 10.1 of the North Dorset Local Plan[1] states that “Designs 
should put people before traffic”; this proposal seems to ignore that 
policy.

Sympathy With Local Conservation Area.
The proposed development is not in keeping with the local area and the 
materials proposed for Block A are at odds with the adjacent Kings Arms 
and Pepperell House.  Many visitors to Shaftesbury’s important tourist 
trade arrive in the Bell Street Car Park and will gain their first 
impressions from the surrounding buildings.  Policy from the North 
Dorset Local Plan Figure 10.1 articulates that where a development 
affects an existing public space, it should be safe, attractive, uncluttered 
and well related to the surrounding buildings. It also sets out policy on 
Scale and Massing.  The proposed development seems to bear little 
relation to, or balance with, the adjoining buildings and the local 
conservation area.



Block B Elevations and Orientation.
What is not immediately obvious from the plans is how high Block B will 
sit compared to the dwellings in the area.  The document “Revised Site 
Sections 207B” shows how the 3-storey building will be elevated to the 
horizontal as the rear of the plot drops away down the sharp 
escarpment.  To local properties, Block B will appear like a 4 storey 
building.

The document “Revised block B elevations 206B” shows that windows 
from the proposed flats will have direct line of site into the living areas of 
dwellings in Abbeyfield House, Kings Hill and New Road.  Without doubt, 
this will harm the amenity and significantly diminish the privacy of 
residents.  This would be in direct contravention of the North Dorset 
Local Plan (Paragraph 10.61 & 10.77) which states that “Where 
development of an overbearing nature is proposed or where the 
enjoyment of the existing properties is significantly diminished, planning 
permission will be refused”.

As argued by local residents, the current proposals seem overly 
ambitious and in breach of many of Dorset Council’s Planning Policies.

Barbara Yoxall, Chairwoman, Abbeyfield House – Against the application

My statement is on behalf of all who live, work or volunteer at Abbeyfield 
House, Bleke Street, Shaftesbury and is as follows:-

1. All our original objections still stand

2. The revised planning application does not address any of our 
concerns

3. The site plan still refers to 9 houses and 15 flats.  Please confirm is 
this is an error.

Ken Parke Planning Consultants - Agent

Statement on behalf of Applicant

The proposals seek to provide a mixed residential development 
comprising a mixture of houses and flats.



The site is currently vacant and derelict and contributes negatively to the
character and appearance of the area.

The principle of residential development on the site has already been 
considered acceptable by way of a previous approval which remains 
extant.

The current proposals further add to the supply of housing within the 
area.

The proposals represent sustainable development making efficient use of 
a vacant previously developed site within a town centre location. The 
presumption in favour of the development therefore strongly applies both 
due to sustainability credentials and due to boosting the supply of 
housing within an area where there is an unmet demand.

The proposals represent less development than the extant sheltered 
housing scheme. The layout, scale, form, and design of the proposals 
has been carefully considered and the proposals are appropriate to the 
character and context of the area and represent an acceptable 
development in design terms. The proposals present a traditional design 
form picking up on design principles of the extant approved scheme.

The proposals have also been carefully arranged to ensure that there is 
no harm to any adjoining properties.

The proposals are appropriate in all regards, they represent sustainable
development and planning permission can reasonably be granted.

The Applicants respectfully request that Members support the Officer
recommendation.

Item 5b – 2/2019/0680/FUL – County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester, 
DT1 1XJ

No written representations were received.


